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It is Oaklawn’s vision "To help
people live in harmony with
self, others and God, through
healing and growth of the
whole person.” We are all able
to live this vision through
concentrated, targeted acts of
generosity manifested though
the intentional gifts of our
treasures.

A recent Oaklawn client
clearly reflects the success of
Oaklawn’s programs for clients
with serious and persistent
mental illness. The purpose of
our continuing support
program is to assist those with
long-term mental illness so that
they can live and work in the
community.

"Jane" is a 45 year old
woman who currently receives
mental health services at
Oaklawn. Educated and well-
read, she has a diagnosis of
schizophrenia and a history of
substance abuse.

Jane lived for more than
20 years "within the walls" of a
state psychiatric hospital. But
this changed a few years ago
when she moved into her own
apartment in Oaklawn’s semi-

independent living program
(SILP). In addition to now living
"outside the walls" of a state
hospital in the SILP program,
Jane receives regular case
management services through
Oaklawn’s Assertive Commu-
nity Treatment Program (ACT).

As a child, Jane was
exposed to an abusive alcoholic

mother who often called her a
“freak.” She was adopted at the
age of six by other family
members when her parents
no longer wanted her. She
currently has no family who
visits her, or even has contact.
But she is not alone.

Through Oaklawn assistance,
Jane has opportunities "to live in
harmony with self, others and
God, through healing and
growth" as a whole person. By

next winter, she will  celebrate
her third year in our community,
a place “without walls.”

There are, of course,
continued challenges in Jane's
life. At times she relapses when
her illness surfaces. And
Oaklawn staff are working with
her to find appropriate
employment and/or volunteer
opportunities. Jane has formed
a special bond with the
Oaklawn chaplain, who has
provided support for her.

Much of Oaklawn’s success
is attributed to our friends and
supporters. Your financial
support of Oaklawn enables us
to affect lives in a powerful
manner. You are able to act
with a huge heart each time
you consider a gift. Tribute
provides a means for Oaklawn
to say thank you to its many
partners, as well as suggestions
on ways to make a contribution.
Each gift, no matter what size,
makes a difference in the lives
of those who look to us for
help. Thank you for taking the
time to read this edition of
Tribute and for your interest
and commitment to Oaklawn.

Your financial
support of Oaklawn
enables us to affect
lives in a powerful

manner.



A note from the
president of the board
Dear Friends and Supporters,

The Oaklawn Foundation for
Mental Health is fortunate to
have the support and
commitment from many
volunteers and community
members. It is through this
generosity and support that the
Foundation is able to touch so
many aspects of Oaklawn and
the individuals that we serve.

Your generosity has allowed
Oaklawn to create the Harold
C. Loewen Center for
Education, build a new adult
group home and adolescent
group home, as well as assist
Oaklawn in providing charity
care and financial assistance for
those who cannot afford services.

The Oaklawn Foundation
raises funds through major gifts,
planned giving initiatives,
commemorative giving, our
annual Spring Spectacular
event, Women’s Circle of
Hope, and annual gifts. We
encourage donors to be hands
on, to learn and follow the
impact of their gifts, to drive
the future of philanthropic
programs, and be partners with
us in improving healthcare.

Your contribution can assist
us in our continuing effort to
improve the programs and
services and facilities at
Oaklawn. Please send your gift
today for the Oaklawn
Foundation for Mental Health
to support the programs and
services in which you have a
special interest. A postage-paid
envelope is enclosed for your
tax-deductible gift to the
Foundation.

Thank you again for your
generosity and support.

Sincerely,
Jeri L. Yoder-Gluck
President
Oaklawn Foundation for
Mental Health

Leaving a legacy

With a little planning, people of
all ages and backgrounds can
leave a legacy to the future.
Here are some of the ways to
do so:

Bequest: Providing a
bequest to the Foundation in
your will is an easy way to
make a significant contribution
to the future excellence of
Oaklawn.

Insurance: Transferring
ownership of an existing paid-
up life insurance policy and
making the Foundation the
owner/beneficiary is a simple
way to maximize your support.

Charitable gift annuities:
Funding a charitable gift
annuity with a contribution of
$10,000 or more in cash, stock
or real estate can provide
increased income to you (and
another) for life and tax
advantages for the gift, as well
as benefit Oaklawn.

Charitable trusts: Establish-
ing a charitable trust will
provide the donor with the
means of making a substantial
contribution to the continued
excellence of care at Oaklawn
while providing tax benefits and
lifetime income.

We encourage you to
contact the Foundation for
more information on making an
estate gift. We will be happy to
work with you and your
attorney or financial advisor to
facilitate these gifts.

UPDATES
Spring Spectacular

Oaklawn’s 9th annual Spring
Spectacular on May 9 featured
Mr. Steven Ford, son of former
president and Mrs. Gerald
Ford. Net proceeds raised
totaled more than $50,000.
Donations such as these assist
Oaklawn in its vision of helping
people live in harmony with
self, others and God, through
healing and growth of the
whole person. Thank you to the
many Spring Spectacular
partners without whom such an
event would not be as success-
ful. Goshen Health System and
Ancon Construction continue to
lead a supportive group of
donors in this event.

Volunteers
recognized

A total of 6,371 hours were
contributed to Oaklawn by our
volunteers during 2007 by 77
active and caring individuals.
Oaklawn volunteers were
recognized during a special
National Volunteer Week
banquet held on May 1, 2008.
Mr. Jim Barron, Christian
illusionist, entertained guests.
Special volunteer recognition
was given to Jeannie Stuckey
and Melvin Kauffman for their
outstanding volunteer efforts in
2007.

Oaklawn receives
$142,000 grant

Oaklawn recently received a
grant of $142,015 from the
U.S. Health and Human
Services Department’s Health
Resources and Services
Administration through the
significant efforts of Congress-
man Mark Souder.

The grant, part of the
Consolidated Appropriations
Act of 2008, will be used to pay
for furnishings purchased for
three new facilities opened by
Oaklawn in 2006 and 2007,
including the Harold C. Loewen
Center for Education, opened
in the fall of 2006; a group
home for adolescents located in
Elkhart that opened in the
spring of 2007; and an adult
group home on Oaklawn's
Goshen campus that opened in
the fall of 2007.

Geranium
fundraiser

Recently, the Oaklawn Auxiliary
conducted its annual geranium
sale. Thank you to those of you
who purchased some of the
1600 geraniums that were sold
in this fundraiser. A total of
$1400 was raised toward
Oaklawn programs.

Volunteer at
Oaklawn

Interested in helping Oaklawn?
If so, you might consider
becoming an Oaklawn Volun-
teer. Specific areas of need
include mail delivery, lunch
line, gift shop and mentoring/
tutoring. Contact Olivia
Rittenhouse at (574) 537-2646
if you can help.

Please write or email if you wish to
have your name removed from the
list to receive fundraising requests
supporting Oaklawn.



         THANK YOU’S
Supporting Health and Wholeness

Thank you to the following
individuals, families, churches,
businesses and foundations
who contributed to Oaklawn
Foundation for Mental Health.
This list represents gifts made
from September 1, 2007
through December 31, 2007.

Organizations
Blue River Church of the

Brethren
DJ Construction Company, Inc.
Elkhart County Community

Foundation
Laudick / Brown & Associates
Maple City Fire Protection, Inc.
Medical Records Department

of Goshen General Hospital
Mennonite Foundation, Inc.
Northridge Area Swimming

Association
Oaklawn Auxiliary
Seifert Drug Corp.
The Great Race, Inc.

Individuals
Jerry & Barbara Albrecht
Elizabeth Arter
Nancy Babin
Carla Bailey
Paris & Rebecca Ball-Miller
Sherrie Baskins
Katherine Bennett
Maurice & Cecelia Berkey
Kathleen Blevins
Sam & Esther Bontrager
Wilbur & Sarah Bontrager
Kimberly Bowman
David & Linda Breuer
Melanie Brewer
Nelson & Evelyn Bushong
Susan Butler
Julia Carrico
Donald & Marie Clemens
John & Adrienne Cohoat
Maria Conniff
Mary Coursey & John Bencsics
Richard & Carolyn Cripe
David & Erika Cripe
Judy Crumb

Karen Demarest
Rod Diller
Roger & Miriam Eberly
Art & Jan Eby
Derek & Melissa Fisher
John & Pauline Fisher
Julie Flickinger
Lynda Fourman
Julie Frey
Robert & Karen Gaff
Wendy Geyer
Rick & Robin Gingerich
Paul & Wilda Goering
Patrick Gonser
Rudy Gourdine
Donald Graber, MD
Jonathan Graber
Galen & Marilyn Groves
Julie Hamilton
Sally Harris
Adam Hartman
Gregory & Eudora Hartzler
Beverly Helmer
Ervin & Betty Herschberger
Kent  Hershberger
Abner & Anne Hershberger
John & Diana Hershberger
Gloria Miller Holub
Dorothy Hoogenboom
Eric & Glenda Hooley
Laurence Horst
Greg & Connie Horvath
Beatrice Huffman
Leah Hunsberger
Betty Hunter
Emily Jackson
Rebecca Jodway
Anne Marie Jones
Louise Jones
David & Mimi Jose
John Kamwenji
Dennis & Pat Kelly
Richard & Barbara Kemper
Janice Kimlick
John & Kelli King
Karen Kingsley
Daniel  Kinsey, MD, & Melissa

Kinsey
Lisa Kirkton
Kevin & Carrie Lambright

Geoffrey Landis & Elizabeth
Gunden

Jade Lauer
Merritt & Dierra Lehman
Matthew & Connie Lentsch
Harold & Gail Loewen
Frank & Tonja Lucchese
Dora Martin-Eash
Katherine Martinez
Ezra & Phyllis Mast
Chanel Mast
Max McCartney
Timothy McFadden, MD
Jana Metz
Carl & Doris Metzler
Matthew Milanese
Glen Miller
Karen Miller
Jeannie Miller
Elaine G. Miller
Galen Miller & Sue Neeb
Lynn & Darlene Miller
Emily Minnick
Shari Moore
Daniel & Jan Morrison
Janell Munet
Roger & Laurie Nafziger
Geri Ann Newman
Ken Norman
Gregg Nussbaum & Judy

Snyder, MD
Andrew Obren
Sara Ogle
Donna Palacios
Amy Pauley
Chet & Ruth Ann Peachey
Norma Pelfrey
Steven & Elizabeth Pettit
Dale Raber
Debbie Ramer
Don & Barbara Reber
Gilbert & Edna Reed
Susie Richardson
Sydney & James Rieckhoff
Adrien & Celeste Ringuette
Olivia Rittenhouse
Debra Rogers
Carl Rutt, MD, & Lovina Rutt
Sandra Sandusky
Ron & Carolyn Schmanske

Greg & Susan Schnepf
Bonita Schrock
Devon & Ruth Schrock
Beverly Schroeder
Gary Seltman, MD
Heather Shelley
Ron Shoemaker
Robert & Mary Ann Shreiner
Eileen Shuff
Janie Sohar
Robert Souder
Roxanne Spade
Joan Speckman
Bill Spilman
Char Sprunger
Barbara Stith
Allen Stuckey, MD, & Jeannie

Stuckey
Gene & Ann Stutsman
Randy & Marlys Stutzman
Fred Swartzendruber
Lisa Swets
Tobi Swoveland
Umberto Taccheri & Susan

Taccheri, MD
Shirley Troyer
G. Weldon Troyer, MD, &

Frances  Troyer
Laurie VanKirk
Robert & Emilie Walson
Robin Walters
Dean & Gerry Warstler
Henry& Mary Weaver
Tammy Weed
David & Janet  Weed
Diana Weiss
Robert & Esther Wert
Rosalie Williamson
Garner Wireman
Gordon & Esther Yoder
Lauri Yoder
Ken Yoder
Randall Yoder & Christine

Scherer
Timothy & Marisa Yoder
Paul Yoder
Robert & Jeri Yoder-Gluck
Cheryl Young
Sue Zimmerman
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Michael Pianowski
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Greg Schnepf
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Greg W. Schnepf is vice president of
organizational advancement at
Oaklawn. He may be reached at
(574) 537-2645. Please feel free to
call with your questions or needs.

A message from the Foundation
by Greg W. Schnepf

We cannot predict what lies
beyond the next turn, but we
can trust that once there, we
will find skilled and compas-
sionate caregivers to guide us
back to good health and good
fortune.

Having now been at
Oaklawn nearly one year, I
continue to be amazed by the
dedication and professional

nature of those staff members I
come in contact with on a daily
basis. Indeed, the possibilities
are unlimited when we work
together to offer hope and
healing to all in need.

At some point in life, we
will undoubtedly be touched by
a challenging situation—one in
which we are needing help and
guidance. On a personal level,
within the past five years I have
moved through the awful
ordeal of the death of a spouse
and have seen firsthand the
suicide of a family member.
Of course, I would never have
predicted such a turn in life.
As I reflect upon both of these
occurrences, I am truly glad

that assistance was available.
As a supporter and friend

of Oaklawn, you have a unique
opportunity to assist in the
continuation of care that will
impact your community,
friends, and even your loved
ones, now and into the future.
I invite you to generously
consider being an ongoing
contributor to the vision of
Oaklawn: “To help people live
in harmony with self, others
and God, through healing and
growth of the whole person.”


